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Guide for Formatting References for the  
Mathematical Association of America 

 
General Guidelines 

 
a. The titles and subtitles on books and journals are italicized and capitalized in headline style.  Widely known 

journal titles are abbreviated according to MathSciNet abbreviations. 
http://www.ams.org/mathscinet/index.html.  We do not use MathSciNet’s reference style so 
please do not cut and paste from the site. 

b. All sources to be included, such as, books, articles, dissertations, or papers are alphabetically arranged in a single 
list by the last names of the authors or editor.  However, if no author or editor is given, by the title of the work. 

c. For successive entries by the same author(s), translator(s), or editor(s), a 3-em dash replaces the name(s) after the 
first appearance.  The entries are arranged chronologically by year of publication in ascending order, not 
alphabetized by title with the oldest publication first.  See example 28. 

d. Use only initials for first and middle names; there should be a single space between initials.  For example Edward 
Christopher would be E. C. not E.C.  The initials for a hyphenated first name such as Jean-Paul should also be 
hyphenated as J.-P. 

e. If the city of publication may be unknown to readers or may be confused with another city of the same name, the 
abbreviation of the state, province, or country is usually added.  Washington is traditionally followed by DC, but 
other major cities, such as Los Angeles do not need a state abbreviation. When the publisher’s name includes the 
state name, the abbreviation is not needed. 

f. Capitalize the first and last words in titles and subtitles and capitalize all other major words.  For example, Linear 
Algebra: A Modern Introduction; the “a” is capitalized here because it is a major word since it is the first word of 
the subtitle. Prepositions should be in lowercase except when they are used as adverbs or adjectives.  For 
example, up in Look Up, down in Turn Down.  Articles, conjunctions, grammatical functions and the part of a 
proper name that would be lowercased in texts, such as de or von should be written as lowercase. 

g. Only the first word in the title of an article from a journal is capitalized; with the exception of proper names. For 
example, Sturmian theory for linear Hamiltonian systems without controllability. 

h. For book publishers, an initial The is omitted from a publisher’s name, as are such abbreviations as Inc., Ltd., or 
Co., & Co.  “Press” is fine.  Watch out for Macmillan (not MacMillan) and A K Peters (no periods after the “A” 
and “K”).  

i. For University Presses, abbreviate University to “Univ.”  
j. Journal volume numbers are in bold; we don’t use issue numbers except for journals such as Math. Intelligencer 

(see example 2). 
k. We don't include page numbers for books unless the reference is referring to a chapter in a book; if you want to 

refer to specific page numbers, include that information in the body of the text, e.g., [1, pp. 67–71].   However, for 
articles that are published in the proceedings of a conference or in an edited collection of papers, you should give 
page numbers (see example 12, 14). 

l. The Chicago Manual of Style's latest edition warns against using just a URL and recommends more complete 
information on URLs, i.e., the author's name, title of the page, a brief description, and the year of  “publication” to 
the web (see #19 below).  The rationale is that a URL may become obsolete and/or inactive, so it is important to 
have basic information included.  MathWorld (see example 17) is a different case. 

m. Please spell out editions such as second edition or third edition. 
n. If referencing a publication that has appeared in the American Mathematical Monthly, please do not cite it as 

“This Monthly”.  Please use the MathSciNet reference of Amer. Math. Monthly. 
o. DOI (Digital Object Identifier) a character string (a “digital identifier”) used to uniquely identify an electronic 

document. It is up to the author to include as many DOIs with their references as they can. To find out more about 
DOIs, please go to http://www.doi.org/.  

http://www.ams.org/mathscinet/index.html
http://www.doi.org/
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BP: If you do not find an example below of how to format one of your references or if you have a question, 
please email us at bponce@maa.org.  
 
Please note that a, b, c, e, f, h, and k of the general guidelines were revised with the help of the Chicago Manual 
of Style, 16th edition for clarification.  

EXAMPLES 
 

1. Journal Article 
S. Leader, What is a differential? A new answer from the generalized Riemann integral, Amer. Math. Monthly 
93 (1986) 348--356. 
 

2. Journal Article with an issue number included 
R. Hartshorne, R. Van Luijk, Non-Euclidean Pythagorean triples, a problem of Euler, and rational points on 
K3 surfaces, Math. Intelligencer 30 no. 4 (2008) 4--10. 
 

3. Electronic Journal Article 
J. M. Bonnet-Bidaud, F. Colas, J. Lecacheux, Search for companions around Sirius, Astron. Astrophys. 360 
(2000) 991--996, http://fr.arxiv.org/abs/astro-ph/0010032.  
 

4. Forthcoming Journal Article 
M. Smith, Block Monoids, Amer. Math. Monthly (forthcoming). 
 

5. Book 
W.-H. Steeb, Continuous Symmetries, Lie Algebras, Differential Equations and Computer Algebra. World 
Scientific Publishing, River Edge, NJ, 1996, http://dx.doi.org/10.1142/3309. 
 

6. Book (edited) 
A Century of Mathematics: Through the Eyes of the Monthly. Ed. J. Ewing. Mathematical Association of 
America, Washington, DC, 1994, http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/3620026. 
 

7. Book (edited with author) 
Y. Bonnefoy, New and Selected Problems. Ed. J. Naughton, A. Rudolf. Univ. Chicago Press, Chicago, 1995. 
 

8. Book (translated) 
I. Newton, The Principia: Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy. A new trans. I. B. Cohen, A. 
Whitman, assist. J. Budenz.  Preceded by “A guide to Newton’s Principia” by Cohen. Univ. of California 
Press, Berkeley, CA, 1999, http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/s0007087499333987. 
 

9. Book in a series and in a multivolume work 
J. G. Ratcliffe, Foundations of Hyperbolic Manifolds. Graduate Texts in Mathematics, Vol. 149, Springer-
Verlag, New York, 1994, http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4757-4013-4. 
 
 

10. Book in a series 
J. H. Grace, A. Young, The Algebra of Invariants. Reprint of the 1903 original. Cambridge Library 
Collection, Cambridge Univ. Press, Cambridge, 2010, http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/bf01692385. 
 

11. Book in a multivolume work 
M. Reed, B. Simon, Methods of Mathematical Physics. Vol. I, Functional Analysis, Academic Press, New 
York, 1972, http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/2318567. 

mailto:bponce@maa.org
http://fr.arxiv.org/abs/astro-ph/0010032
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12. Book (second edition) 

E. C. Titchmarsh, The Theory of the Riemann Zeta-Function. Second ed., Ed. and with a preface D. R. Heath-
Brown. The Clarendon Press, Oxford Univ. Press, New York, 1986. 
 

13. Book (reprint) 
S. Saks, Theory of the Integral. Second revised ed. English trans. L. C. Young. With two additional notes by 
S. Banach. Dover Publications, New York, 1964. 
 

14. Book (corrected reprint of an earlier edition) 
S. D. Fisher, Complex Variables. Corrected reprint of the second (1990) ed. Dover Publications, Mineola, 
NY, 1999. 
 

15. Chapter in an edited book 
H. K. Parshall, Toward a history of nineteenth-century invariant theory, in The History of Modern 
Mathematics, Vol. 1, Ed. by D. E. Rowe and J. McCleary, Academic Press, Boston, 1989. 157--206, 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/b978-0-12-599661-7.50013-6. 
 

16. Book Review 
S. Walter, review of Beyond the Einstein Addition Law and its Gyroscopic Thomas Precessions: The Theory 
of Gyrogroups and Gyrovector Spaces by A. A. Ungar, Found. Phys. 32 (2002) 327--330. 
 

17. Electronic Book 
I. M. Gelfand, A. Shen, Algebra. Birkhäuser, New York, 1993. Kindle ed, 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4612-0335-3. 

 
NOTE: Kindle is both a tablet and file format.  If the file is an ePub, list it as an ePub, if it is a Kindle, list it as 
Kindle ed, if it is a ePDF, list it as an ePDF. 

 
18. Symposium Proceedings 

W. Fulton, R. Pandharipande, Notes on stable maps and quantum cohomology, in Algebraic Geometry – 
Santa Cruz 1995, Proc. Sympos. Pure Math., Vol. 62, American Mathematical Society, Providence, RI, 1997. 
45--96, http://dx.doi.org/10.1090/pspum/062.2/1492534. 
 

19. Website 
D. Velleman, American Mathematical Monthly, submission guidelines and information for the Monthly 
(2007), http://www.cs.amberst/~djv/monthly/. 
 

NOTE: Please include Author, Page Title, Access Date and/or brief description, (“publication” year if 
applicable), URL address. 

 
20. Collection of Papers on a website 

P. S. Bullen, Nonabsolute integrals in the twentieth century, in AMS Special Session on Nonabsolute 
Integration, Ed. by P. Muldowney and E. Talvila, Univ. of Toronto, Toronto (2000), 
http://www.emis.de/proceedings/index.html. 
 

21. Math World citation 
E. Weisstein, Fibonacci Numbers—From MathWorld, A Wolfram Web Resource, 
http://mathworld.wolfram.com/FibonacciNumber.html. 
 

  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1090/pspum/062.2/1492534
http://www.cs.amberst/%7Edjv/monthly/
http://www.emis.de/proceedings/index.html
http://mathworld.wolfram.com/FibonacciNumber.html
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22. The On-Line Encyclopedia of Integer Sequences®  (OEIS®) 
OEIS Foundation Inc. (2011), The On-Line Encyclopedia of Integer Sequences, http://oeis.org. 
 

NOTE: Put the cited sequence in the body of your article and only reference the OEIS once in your list of 
references. 

  
23. ArXiv citation 

B. Stigler, A. Veliz-Cuba, Network topology as a driver of bistaFbility in the lac operon (2008), 
http://arxiv.org/abs/0807.3995. 
 

24. Wikipedia citation 
Wikipedia contributors, Zeckendorf's theorem, Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeckendorf's_theorem. 
 

25. On-line news source 
CNN.com, “California ballot official, ready to print,” August 14, 2003, 
http://www.cnn.com/2003/ALLPOLITICS/08/13/calif.recall/index.html. 
 

26. Newspaper with an author byline 
D. Dilby, Syndicate strikes again to win €275,000 Dublin home, The Sunday Times (London), May 8, 2005. 
 

27. Newspaper without an author byline 
The Washington Post, Va. Lotto payoff approved, March 11, 1992. 
 

28. Three-em dash for repeated author’s name (\textemdash or ———) 
J. A. Nelder, The analysis of randomized experiments with orthogonal block structure. II. Treatment structure 
and the general analysis of variance, Proc. Roy. Soc. London 283 (1965) 163--178. 
———, The combination of information in generally balanced designs, J. Roy Statistic. Soc. 30 (1968). 303--
311. 
 
NOTE: A three-em dash may also be used for multiple authors provided that they are exactly the same as the 
first citation. 
 

29. Ph.D Dissertation or Master’s Thesis 
N. Ng, Limiting Distributions and Zeros of Artin L-Functions, Ph.D. dissertation, Univ. British Columbia, 
Vancouver, 2000. 
 

30. DVD 
T. Schulman, Dead Poets Society (dir. Peter Weir), Walt Disney Studios Home Entertainment, Burbank, CA, 
1989. 
  
NOTE:  References to DVDs are formatted as books: 
Writer, Title of Movie (dir. director's name), Production Company, Production Company's location, year of 
release.  Information about where on the DVD to find a particular scene should be in the body of the paper, 
not the references.  Use the “scene selection” menu on the DVD to provide the “page numbers,” e.g., [1, 
“name of scene”] or [1, Chap. (number)].  If there is no scene selection menu, use the DVD counter and 
indicate the minutes where the scene may be found, e.g., [1, 55:07–57:57].  
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